
President's Letter – May 2018

Greetings LCRT Members,

The talk by Ed Bearss at our March meeting was very well received by a full Pinckney Hall audience.  Ed received
a standing ovation and a long line formed to shake his hand after his talk.  A young 94-year-old Ed Bearss
promised to address our group again next year.   He has addressed our group for something like the last 12
consecutive years. I attempted to help Ed during the question and answer period but, being hard of hearing
myself, it was like the partially deaf leading the partially deaf.  I am sorry to report that on April 2 Ed took a fall
down several steps in his home. On his belly it took him five hours to inch his way to the telephone. As of April
5, he was walking again with help and fast improving. The slow crawl reminded Ed of his crawl toward help with
three wounds, under Japanese fire during WWII in New Britain.  
     Our by-laws are badly in need of revision.  They were last revised ten years ago and, to a large extent, are not
relevant to current practices.   Bob Waite is currently wrestling with the necessary revisions and deserves our
thanks for his efforts.
     I believe that our Nominating Committee, led by Tom McNamara, has come up with a full slate of candidates,
including some new faces.  At the May meeting, you will be given the opportunity to make nominations from
the floor which will then be followed by the election of officers. 

   Jack Waugh will address our group at Pinckney Hall, 6:45  PM. The subject of his talk is “Lincoln at War’s End.”
Jack is another excellent speaker.  I look forward to seeing all of you at the meeting. 

George Loud
President

* * *

John C. “Jack” Waugh

Waugh is a journalist turned historical reporter: 1956–1973, staff correspondent and bureau chief on
The Christian Science Monitor. Honors included the American Bar Association’s 1972 Silver Gavel
Award for the best national reporting, for a series on American prisons. 1973–1976, media specialist on
the staff of Republican Vice President Nelson Rockefeller of New York. 1983–1988, press secretary to
Democratic U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman of New Mexico. Since 1989, writing about history full-time —
books on the Civil War era.

“Covering the past is not unlike covering the present, except all my sources are dead (I prefer it that
way). It also means I can return to my favorite century, the 19th, on a daily basis.”



Between stints in the newspaper and political  worlds, and since,  he has contributed to periodicals,
including  Civil  War  History,  American  Heritage,  Civil  War  Times  Illustrated,  Columbiad,  The
Washington Post Book World, The New York Times, The New Republic, The Nation, The Los Angeles
Times Magazine, The Boston Globe, The Boston Herald American, and Country Magazine.
    Over the years Waugh has been a consultant to various organizations — National Archives and
Records Administration, U.S. Department of Energy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Atlantic
Richfield  Company,  President’s  Council  on  Environmental  Quality,  Public  Broadcasting  Service
(PBS), and West Virginia Public Radio. His first book, The Class of 1846, published in 1994, won the
New York Civil War Round Table’s Fletcher Pratt Literary Award for the best non-fiction book of that
year. 

“I have written 12 books since flunking retirement in 1989. And I ain't done yet. I have discovered over
the years that if you put one word after another long enough, they add up.”

Born in California, and reared in Arizona, Waugh lives in North Texas. He was a journalism major, and
history minor at the University of Arizona,  plus did graduate work in history and political science at
UCLA and St. Johns College. 
      His books include:  How Historians Work: Retelling the Past - from the Civil War to the Wider
World, Lincoln and McClellan: The Troubled Relationship between a President and His General, One
Man Great Enough: Abraham Lincoln’s Road to Civil War, The Class of 1846 - From West Point to
Appomattox: Stonewall Jackson, George McClellan and their Brothers, Reelecting Lincoln: The Battle
for the 1864 Presidency, Surviving the Confederacy: Rebellion, Ruin, and Recovery - Roger and Sara
Pryor During the Civil War, On the Brink of Civil War: The Compromise of 1850 and How It Changed
the Course of American History, 20 Good Reasons to Study the Civil War, Sam Bell Maxey and the
Confederate Indians, Last Stand at Mobile, Edwin Cole Bearss: History’s Pied Piper.

* * *

Lincoln and the War’s End by Jack Waugh
 

The final five months of the Civil War were among the most telling of Abraham Lincoln's life. This
Waugh’s book recreates the drama of those five crucial months. It takes Lincoln from the day of his
reelection in early November 1864 — which General U. S. Grant described as “a victory worth more
than a battle won” — to the end of the war in early April 1865. In those five months, as the war was
winding down, Lincoln was the central figure in significant events.
   In early December he sent his last annual message to Congress. In late January 1865, he successfully
pushed through Congress the 13th Amendment ending slavery throughout the United States. On March
4 he delivered his second inaugural address, one of the great speeches in the English language. Late
that same month, as the war appeared about to end, he made an extended 16-day visit to Grant's army
before Petersburg. On April 4 he walked into a just surrendered and burning Richmond with his son
Tad and sat in Jefferson Davis's chair. A week later Lee's army of Northern Virginia surrendered at
Appomattox Court House, and Lincoln saw his four long years of toil ended in victory.
     On the night of his reelection on November 8, 1864, Lincoln called on the nation to “re-unite in a
common effort, to save our common country.” Waugh chronicles in detail Lincoln’s role in the final
five months of the war, revealing how Lincoln and Grant worked together to bring the war to an end.
By April 9 of the following year, the Union had achieved this goal with the surrender of the Army of
Northern Virginia to General Grant at Appomattox Court House.  



Waugh highlights the crucial military and political events of those tumultuous months. He recounts the
dramatic  final  military campaigns and battles  of the war,  including General  William T. Sherman’s
march through Georgia to the sea; the Confederate army’s attempt to take Nashville and its loss at the
battle of Franklin; and the Union victory at Fort Fisher that closed off the Confederacy’s last open port.
Other events also receive attention, including Sherman’s march through the Carolinas and the burning
of Columbia; Grant’s defeat of the Army of Northern Virginia at the Battle of Five Forks, and Lincoln’s
presence  at  the  seat  of  war  during  that  campaign;  the  Confederate  retreat  from  Petersburg  and
Richmond; and Lee’s surrender at Appomattox.
     Weaving the stories together chronologically, Waugh also presents the key political events of the 
time, particularly Lincoln’s final annual message to Congress, passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, 
the Second Inaugural, Lincoln’s visit to Richmond the day after it fell, and Lincoln’s final days and 
speeches in Washington after the Confederate surrender. An epilogue recounts the farewell march of all
the Union armies through Washington, D.C., in May 1865. Throughout, Waugh enlivens his narrative 
with illuminating quotes from a wide variety of Civil War participants and personalities, including New
Yorker George Templeton Strong, Southerner Mary Boykin Chesnut, Lincoln’s secretary John Hay, 
writer Noah Brooks, and many others. - cwk

* * *

Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address
Washington, D.C.

March 4, 1865

This theologically great speech has been widely acknowledged as one of the most remarkable documents in
American history. The London Spectator said of it, "We cannot read it without a renewed conviction that it is the
noblest political document known to history, and should have for the nation and the statesmen he left behind him
something of a sacred and almost prophetic character."

Journalist Noah Brooks, who witnessed the speech, said that as Lincoln advanced from his seat,  "a roar of
applause shook the air, and, again, and again repeated, finally died away on the outer fringe of the throng, like a
sweeping wave upon the shore. Just at that moment the sun, which had been obscured all day, burst forth in its
unclouded meridian splendor, and flooded the spectacle with glory and with light." Brooks said Lincoln told him
the next day, "Did you notice that sunburst? It made my heart jump."

According  to  Brooks,  the  audience  received  the  speech  in  "profound  silence," although  some  passages
provoked cheers and applause. "Looking down into the faces of the people, illuminated by the bright rays of the
sun, one could see moist eyes and even tearful faces." 

Brooks also observed, "But chiefly memorable in the mind of those who saw that second inauguration must still
remain the tall, pathetic, melancholy figure of the man who, then inducted into office in the midst of the glad
acclaim of thousands of people, and illumined by the deceptive brilliance of a March sunburst, was already
standing in the shadow of death." He was referring, of course, to Lincoln's sudden death by assassination only
weeks after the speech.

At this second appearing to take the oath of  the presidential  office, there is less occasion for an extended
address than there was at the first. Then a statement, somewhat in detail, of a course to be pursued, seemed
fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of four years, during which public declarations have been constantly
called forth on every point and phase of the great contest which still absorbs the attention, and engrosses the
energies of the nation, little that is new could be presented. The progress of our arms, upon which all else chiefly
depends, is as well known to the public as to myself; and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to



all. With high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured.

On the occasion corresponding to this four years ago, all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending civil
war. All dreaded it--all sought to avert it. While the inaugeral [sic] address was being delivered from this place,
devoted altogether  to  saving the Union without  war,  insurgent agents were in the city seeking to  destroy it
without war--seeking to dissole [sic] the Union, and divide effects, by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war;
but one of them would make war rather than let the nation survive; and the other would accept war rather than
let it perish. And the war came.

One eighth of the whole population were colored slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but localized in
the Southern part of it. These slaves constituted a peculiar and powerful interest. All knew that this interest was,
somehow, the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and extend this interest was the object for which the
insurgents would rend the Union, even by war; while the government claimed no right to do more than to restrict
the territorial enlargement of it. Neither party expected for the war, the magnitude, or the duration, which it has
already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the conflict might cease with, or even before, the conflict
itself should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fundamental and astounding. Both read
the same Bible, and pray to the same God; and each invokes His aid against the other. It may seem strange that
any men should dare to ask a just God's assistance in wringing their bread from the sweat of other men's faces;
but let us judge not that we be not judged. The prayers of both could not be answered; that of neither has been
answered fully. The Almighty has his own purposes. "Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs
be that offences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh!" If we shall suppose that American
Slavery is one of those offences which, in the providence of God, must needs come, but which, having continued
through His appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He gives to both North and South, this terrible war,
as the woe due to those by whom the offence came, shall we discern therein any departure from those divine
attributes which the believers in a Living God always ascribe to Him? Fondly do we hope--fervently do we pray--
that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled
by the bond-man's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood
drawn with the lash, shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so
still it must be said "the judgments of the Lord, are true and righteous altogether"

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us
strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the
battle, and for his widow, and his orphan--to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace,
among ourselves, and with all nations.

* * *

2018 - 2019 Lecture Series for the LCWRT

May 23 Eileen Waite “The Friendship of Elizabeth Beckley &
Mary Todd Lincoln”

(This event will be in Magnolia Hall!)

Sept. 26 Richard Thomas “Dept. of the South on the Offensive”

Oct. 24 Candice Shy Cooper “Lincoln's General's Wives”

Nov. 28 Doug Bostick “Battlefield Preservation”

We will meet in Pinckney Hall in Sun City unless otherwise noted.

* * *



LOWCOUNTRY CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE, INC.
MEMBERSHIP FORM – 2018/2019

Please Print All Information Below

______________________________________ _____________________________ _________________________
Last Name First Name Badge Nickname

______________________________________ _____________________________ _________________________
Additional Household Member Last Name First Name Badge Nickname

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________ State____________ Zip Code________________

Phone ( ) ____________________

E-Mail________________________________________________________________________________________
(We will keep this confidential!)

CURRENT MEMBER ________ NEW MEMBER ________

Household: Annual Membership (to Aug 31, 2018): $40.00

We always need volunteers to continue making the LCWRT successful.

Please check the area(s) for which you are willing to volunteer:
____Program Committee: help select topics & speakers ___ Assist in Production/Distribution of the Minie Ball Gazette
____Assist on Program Night (Greeter, Collect Tickets or Guest Fees, Tally Program Attendance)
____Historian ____Maintain Membership Roster ____Work at Sun City Club Fair ______ Web Site Maintenance

Mail to or leave in “lower” box: Joseph Passiment, 26 Schooner Lane, Bluffton, SC 29909-4305
Make Check Payable to: LCWRT Inc. Any questions, please call Joseph Passiment at 732-995-2102

* * *

Lowcountry Civil War Round Table Inc.
2017-2018 Executive Committee

Officers
PRESIDENT George Loud 843-342-6826
5 Camden Lane - georgeloud1@gmail.com
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

VICE PRESIDENT Richard Thomas 843.422.3842
1 Sagebush Lane - rethomashhi@hargray.com
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

TREASURER Charles E. Glassick 843-707-7890
42 Kings Creek Drive 864-384-8777 (cell)
Bluffton, SC 29909 -  ceglassick@aol.com

SECRETARY Michael Sweeney 843-707-7275
318 Shearwater Pointe Drive - msweeney@sc.rr.com
Bluffton, SC 29909

Past President Robert Waite 843.705.0895
12 Shooting Star Circle - waiteinsurance123@gmail.com

mailto:ceglassick@aol.com


Bluffton, SC 29909

MEMBER-AT-LARGE Tom McNamara 843-705-0933

Communications Caroline Kennedy 843-705-5654
8 Rose Bush Lane  - tangoandshorstop@gmail.com
Bluffton, SC 29909

John Foster 843-705-6444
204 Benjamin Seabrook Court – j  fosterj20@s.c.rr.com
Bluffton, SC 29909

Hospitality OPEN

Membership Joe Passiment 732-995-2102
26 Schooner Lane - passiment44@twc.com
Bluffton, SC 29909

Programs John Kemp 201-845-4178
319 Shearwater Pointe Drive  - Norwich68@gmail.com
Bluffton, SC 29909

* * *
MINIÉ BALL GAZETTE

is published by
The Lowcountry Civil War Round Table, Inc.

located in the greater Hilton Head area of South Carolina.
Founded in 2000 and dedicated to Civil War history,

education and battlefield preservation.
A Not-for-Profit, Charitable Organization

                As qualified under section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code Civil
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